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This survey was conducted online between June 3 and June 19, 2026. A 
total of 70 respondents participated. Survey invitations were distributed 
through Data Center Frontier and Wastewater Digest to reach 
professionals involved in data center operations, water and wastewater 
management, environmental compliance, engineering, consulting, 
utilities, and related infrastructure sectors.

The survey audience represented a diverse cross-section of stakeholders 
responsible for managing, regulating, designing, or supporting water 
resources, wastewater systems, and data center infrastructure. 
Respondents included professionals from water utilities, environmental 
and regulatory agencies, engineering and consulting firms, data center 
organizations, manufacturers, and other related industries.

All responses were collected anonymously and are reported in 
aggregate. 

METHODOLOGY
THE OVERLOOKED BURDEN
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Source: Endeavor Business Intelligence Pulse Survey, June 2026

Which best describes your primary industry or role?

E n g i n e e r i n g  E x p e r t i s e  L e a d s  t h e  
C o n v e r s a t i o n
Engineering and consulting services represent the largest 
single segment at 29%, suggesting the topic resonates most 
with technical advisors who work across multiple sectors. 
Water utility and water resource management follows at 
21%, indicating a strong core audience of practitioners 
directly managing water systems. The 31% "Other" category 
is the most telling finding: write-ins reveal a richly varied 
audience spanning wastewater operators, laboratory 
professionals, ROV inspectors, data center developers, and 
even security roles. This breadth suggests the subject matter 
has cross-industry relevance well beyond its traditional 
water management roots, and future surveys may benefit 
from expanding the answer options to better capture this 
diversity.

RESPONDENT PROFILE
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Source: Endeavor Business Intelligence Pulse Survey, June 2026

What region do you primarily work in?

S t r o n g  U . S .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  A c r o s s  
R e g i o n s
Respondents were geographically 
diverse, with the largest concentration 
coming from the U.S. South (30%), 
followed by the Northeast (26%). The 
West (16%) and Midwest (14%) were also 
well represented, while 14% of participants 
worked outside the United States. This 
broad regional distribution provides a 
balanced perspective on water 
infrastructure, resource management, 
and environmental challenges across 
different markets and regulatory 
environments.

RESPONDENT LOCATION
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How significant do you believe data center wastewater generation, and discharge is 
compared to other industrial users in your region?

W a s t e w a t e r  I m p a c t  I s  
I n c r e a s i n g l y  o n  t h e  R a d a r
A striking 63% of respondents view data center 
wastewater generation and discharge as either extremely 
or moderately significant compared to other industrial 
users in their region, with 24% going as far as calling it a 
major contributor to local wastewater volumes. Another 
39% characterize it as a growing concern, suggesting that 
even those who stop short of "major" status recognize an 
upward trajectory. Only 3% dismiss it as insignificant, a 
notably small share that implies near-universal 
acknowledgment of some level of impact across the 
industry. The 16% who are unsure or need more data is 
worth watching. It points to a meaningful gap in 
monitoring, reporting, or awareness that may be masking 
the true scale of the issue and underscores the need for 
better data collection and disclosure standards around 
data center discharge.

PERCEIVED SIGNIFICANCE
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Source: Endeavor Business Intelligence Pulse Survey, June 2026

In your opinion, which aspect of data center wastewater poses the greatest risk to local 
communities or infrastructure?

W a t e r  R e u s e  S e e n  a s  t h e  
B i g g e s t  O p p o r t u n i t y
The leading concern at 34% is not a direct harm but a 
missed opportunity — respondents most frequently cite 
the failure to capture and reuse wastewater as the 
greatest risk data centers pose to local communities. This 
framing reflects a broader shift in how water professionals 
think about risk: it's not only about what goes wrong, but 
what value is being squandered. High-volume discharge 
straining treatment capacity follows at 24%, pointing to 
real infrastructure pressure as data centers scale rapidly 
alongside aging municipal systems. Thermal pollution 
(21%) and chemical contaminants from cooling tower 
treatment programs (17%) round out the field, each 
representing distinct and technically complex hazards 
that water and environmental professionals are clearly 
attuned to. Only 3% believe data centers manage their 
wastewater responsibly enough to pose no risk - a near-
unanimous signal that the industry has meaningful work 
to do, regardless of which specific risk is prioritized.

GREATEST RISK

6

3%

17%

21%

24%

34%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

None - data centers
manage their wastewater

responsibly

Chemical contaminants
from cooling tower

treatment programs

Thermal pollution (hot
water discharge affecting

water quality)

High-volume discharge
straining wastewater
treatment capacity

Missed opportunities for
water reuse and

reclamation



Source: Endeavor Business Intelligence Pulse Survey, June 2026

How transparent do you think data centers are about their wastewater volumes, discharge 
quality, and reuse practices?

T r a n s p a r e n c y  G a p  R a i s e s  C o n c e r n s
Transparency is a glaring weak point according to respondents. 50% say data centers provide little to no public 
information about their wastewater volumes, discharge quality, or reuse practices. Another 24% describe 
disclosures as limited or aggregated, meaning three quarters of respondents find current reporting inadequate in 
some form. Only 10% consider data centers very transparent, a strikingly small share for an industry that 
frequently touts its sustainability credentials. The 16% who are unsure may itself be a transparency signal, if 
informed water and environmental professionals can't determine what's being disclosed, that absence of clarity 
is its own finding. Taken together, these results make a strong case for mandatory, standardized wastewater 
reporting requirements, as voluntary disclosure alone appears to be falling well short of what the professional 
community expects.

DISCLOSURE PRACTICES
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What wastewater management strategies should be prioritized for data centers?

C l o s e d - L o o p  S y s t e m s  L e a d  F u t u r e  S t r a t e g y  P r i o r i t i e s
Respondents show a clear preference for engineering solutions that eliminate or minimize discharge at the 
source rather than managing waste after the fact. Closed-loop cooling systems top the list at 34%, reflecting an 
appetite for designs that fundamentally reduce wastewater generation rather than treating it downstream. On-
site water recycling and reuse follows closely at 31%, reinforcing the theme from earlier questions that reclamation 
opportunities are being underutilized and should be a central priority. Partnership with municipal reclaimed water 
programs (17%) and zero liquid discharge technologies (14%) round out the field, both viable but perhaps seen as 
more complex or costly to implement at scale. As with previous questions, only 3% believe no changes are 
needed, a near-unanimous rejection of the status quo that gives water professionals and regulators a clear 
mandate to push for higher standards across the industry.

PRIORITY STRATEGIES
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Source: Endeavor Business Intelligence Pulse Survey, June 2026

Where should data centers ideally be located in relation to wastewater infrastructure?

L o c a t i o n  D e c i s i o n s  D r i v e n  b y  
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  T r a d e o f f s
A majority 54% resist a single-factor answer, calling for 
siting decisions that account for the broader sustainability 
context: energy mix, water stress, and other environmental 
variables. Among those who do prioritize wastewater 
proximity, nearness to water reclamation facilities leads at 
23%, consistent with the survey's recurring reuse theme. 
Notably, proximity to robust treatment capacity scores the 
same as "location shouldn't matter at all" at 11%, 
suggesting respondents care more about enabling reuse 
than simply ensuring discharge can be handled. 

The strong plurality for a holistic framework signals an 
opportunity for regulators and developers to build multi-
criteria sustainability standards into data center 
permitting processes.

SITE STRATEGY

9

54%

23%

11%

11%

Depends on other sustainability factors (energy
mix, water stress, etc.)
Near water reclamation facilities to enable reuse of
treated water
In areas with robust wastewater treatment
capacity
Anywhere - location shouldn't be dictated by
wastewater infrastructure



Source: Endeavor Business Intelligence Pulse Survey, June 2026

How much collaboration currently exists between the wastewater sector and the data 
center industry to manage shared water and discharge resources?

C o l l a b o r a t i o n  R e m a i n s  i n  E a r l y  S t a g e s
The picture is stark: 62% of respondents describe collaboration as either minimal or completely siloed, with 19% 
saying the two sectors operate with no coordination whatsoever. Only 11% see strong joint planning, a troubling 
gap given how consistently this survey has flagged shared water resources as a pressing concern. Where 
coordination does exist, it tends to be reactive and project-specific rather than systemic. With data center growth 
accelerating and local water systems under strain, this disconnect isn't just a missed opportunity; it's a risk that's 
actively compounding.

CROSS-SECTOR COORDINATION
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Source: Endeavor Business Intelligence Pulse Survey, June 2026

Which statement best represents your overall outlook on data centers' future wastewater 
impact?

U n c e r t a i n t y  D o m i n a t e s  F u t u r e  O u t l o o k
Only 20% believe the industry will meaningfully innovate its way to significant water reuse and discharge 
reduction, while 30% expect impacts to actively worsen as AI and digital demand drive greater water 
consumption. The largest share, 33%, land in a wait-and-see position, conditioning any positive outcome on 
regulation, infrastructure investment, and industry will. 

Read together, these results paint a picture of a professional community that sees the problem clearly but has 
little confidence the industry will solve it on its own. The implicit message: without meaningful external pressure, 
the trajectory points down.

FUTURE IMPACT
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The water and wastewater professional community is sending a clear signal: data center 
wastewater is no longer a niche concern. Nearly two-thirds of respondents view data center 
discharge as significant or growing in their region, and only 3% believe the industry currently 
manages its wastewater responsibly. The most cited risk isn't direct harm; it's missed 
opportunity. Respondents consistently pointed to unrealized water reuse and reclamation as 
the greatest gap, reflecting a profession that thinks in terms of resource value, not just waste 
management.

Transparency and collaboration are the two most glaring structural failures. Half of 
respondents say data centers provide little to no public information about their wastewater 
practices, and 62% describe the relationship between the two sectors as minimal or 
completely siloed. Closed-loop cooling and on-site recycling emerged as the preferred path 
forward, but respondents are clear that voluntary action alone has not delivered results.

Looking ahead, only 20% believe the industry will innovate its way to meaningful improvement, 
while 30% expect conditions to worsen as AI and digital demand drive greater water 
consumption. The largest group (33%) says the outcome depends entirely on regulation, 
investment, and industry will. The survey reflects a professional community that understands 
the stakes, sees the path forward, and is waiting for the external pressure to make it happen.

SUMMARY OF INSIGHTS
THE OVERLOOKED BURDEN
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